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gave no encouragement to disunionists, whether secession-
ists or exclusionists. Henderson had neither the manliness
nor the fairness to give the whole letter, but he may make
the most of the extract which he tears from the body of the
letter. The sentiments expressed I have always avowed,
and the doctrine I shall maintain so long as I live and there
is a Union. As to the employment of workmen, I have left
that to the officers of the yards. Before the suppression of
the Rebellion none who were Secessionists were employed
if their views were known. Many poor men who lived in
Norfolk and Portsmouth had worked to support their fam-
ilies and been pressed into the Rebel service, though neu-
tral Unionists. Appeals in behalf of these poor men were
made to me by the best Union men in Virginia, and it was
on their appeal that the letter was written.

There was a pleasant reception this evening at the Pre-
sident's, which was very generally attended, except by the
more vindictive partisans in Congress who are conspiring
against him., I was glad to witness it, for the President is
vilely slandered and greatly misunderstood by many.

January 18, Friday. A fire early this morning consumed
the greater part of the conservatory building and destroyed
most of the plants at the Executive Mansion.

At the Cabinet-meeting the President submitted bills
which had passed Congress for admitting Colorado and
Nebraska with certain fundamental conditions as to the
qualification of voters. All the Cabinet, except Stanton,
were opposed to them, not only because they had not suf-
ficient population, but because of the constitutional ob-
jection against the fundamental proposition. The want of
statesmanship and of intelligence with the demagogism
exhibited in these bills is lamentable. The population of
the Territories is not sufficient for one Congressional Dis-
trict, yet it is proposed to give them two Representatives
and four Senators in Congress. While they are doing this
for the sparsely peopled Territories on the frontier, the